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News for members of White River Valley Electric Cooperative

Get your TAXES prepared FREE

F ile your 2007 taxes for free and get your refund fast at volunteer income tax assistance 
(VITA) sites in Stone and Taney counties.  Free tax preparation will be available to 
individuals and families who qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit. For more 

information about how you can get free help filing your taxes or to schedule an appointment 
call or visit any of the following sites.

Ramada Inn - 1700 W Hwy 76, Branson
To make an appointment call 888-504-0443

Tuesdays & Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
January 28 - April 15, 2008

Taney County Extension Office - Forsyth
Call 888-504-0443 to make an appointment

Mondays, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
January 28 - April 15, 2008

Stone County Neighborhood Center
Call 888-504-0443 to make an appointment

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
February 1 - April 15, 2008

College of the Ozarks–Home Ec. Building
To make an appointment call 888-504-0443
Mondays & Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

January 28 - April 15, 2008

Locally Owned and Operated

Accountability

Integrity
Innovation

Commitment to Community

W hen you hear the word local, think of 
your electric cooperative. The fact 
that we are a locally owned company, 

owned by the members we serve, keeps us 
focused on your needs and local priorities.
   Your Touchstone Energy cooperative is a local 
business, owned by the people it serves. That 
means conducting business through a locally 
elected board of directors and an annual meeting 
where policy is proposed and voted on by 
members. 
   Your co-op’s commitment to you begins with 
helping you keep your electric bill as low as 
possible. We deliver service to you at the cost of 
service. There are no hidden fees and no profits 
for investors in faraway cities. Any money that 
is left over stays in our community and is put to 
work strengthening the economic well being of 
our towns and neighborhoods. 
   Because electric co-ops are so closely linked to 
their communities, there are countless examples of 
activities that have the “co-op touch”: conducting 
safety programs at schools;  sponsoring local fairs; 
working with community organizations to get new 
businesses or new housing started; participating 
with civic groups; contributing computers or 
satellite dishes to schools, community colleges 
and the local hospitals - the list goes on and on. 
   It is precisely because your electric co-op is a 
local business, owned by its member-consumers 
and staffed by local professionals, that it is in a 
good position to listen and respond to your needs.        
All these things - helping consumers save energy, 
economic development, and volunteerism - point 
to one thing: your electric co-op and its staff are 
more than just an electric utility. They are an 
integral part of the community. 
  Your local Touchstone Energy co-op does 
business with integrity, accountability, 
innovation and commitment to community. It 
is a company that cares about the people it serves. 
That service goes a long way beyond keeping 
the lights on. It’s neighbors helping neighbors. 
That’s what it’s all about, that’s the electric co-op 
tradition. 

Stone County Extension Office - Galena
Call 888-504-0443 to make an appointment

Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
February 1 - April 15, 2008

I f you're trying to decide whether to invest in a 
more energy-efficient appliance or you'd like 
to determine your electricity loads, you may 

want to estimate appliance energy consumption. 
   You can use this formula to estimate an 
appliance's energy use: 

Wattage × Hours used per day × Days used 
per year ÷ 1000 = Kilowatt-hour (kWh) 
consumption per year

For example:
Personal computer (120 Watts) and monitor (150 
Watts): (120 Watts + 150 Watts) × 4 hours per 
day × 365 days per year ÷ 1000 = 394 kWh/
year

Then, calculate the annual cost to run an 
appliance by multiplying the kWh per year by 
WRVEC’s rate per kWh consumed.
   You can usually find the wattage of most 
appliances stamped on the bottom or back 
of the appliance, or on its nameplate. The 
wattage listed is the maximum power drawn 
by the appliance. Since many appliances have 
a range of settings (hairdryers), the actual 
amount of power consumed depends on the 
setting used at any one time. 
   Here are some examples of the range of 
nameplate wattages for various household 
appliances:
•   Clothes washer = 350–500 Watts 
•   Clothes dryer = 1800–5000 Watts 
•   Dishwasher = 1200–2400 Watts (heat 
drying feature increases energy use) 

•   Hair dryer = 1200–1875 Watts 
•   Microwave oven = 750–1100 Watts 
•   Personal computer 
    o   CPU - awake / asleep = 120 / 30 or less 
    o   Monitor - awake / asleep = 150 / 30 or less 
    o   Laptop = 50 Watts 
•   Refrigerator (frost-free, 16 cubic feet) = 725 Watts 
•   Televisions 
    o   27" = 113 Watts 
    o   36" = 133 Watts
    o   53"-61" Projection = 170 Watts 
    o   Flat screen = 120 Watts 
• Water heater (40 gallon) = 4500–5500 Watts

-U.S. Department of Energy

Estimating home energy use


