






CURRENT TIMES 

July 2008

News for members of White River Valley Electric Cooperative
®

As a member-owner of White River Valley Electric Cooperative, you have a voice.  Join 
us for the 69th Annual Meeting of Members and let your voice be heard. Featuring 

free food, prizes, fun activities for the kids and entertainment.

Saturday, 
September 6

The Tri-Lakes Center

Branson

Featuring

Jim Stafford

We’re all in this together
69th Annual Meeting of Members

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.

What to do about all those windows

T he windows of your home are 
like the eyes in your face. They 
express the character of the house. 

They admit light to brighten and warm the 
interior of your house. They provide natural 
ventilation. They allow you to view the 
outside world without stepping outside into 
drenching rain, a blizzard or intense humidity. 
   In centuries past, citizens were taxed 
based on the number of glassed windows, so 
windows of any kind became a status symbol 
of sorts. Even today, rooms and offices with 
windows are still highly valued.
   In these times of enhanced energy 
consciousness, however, inefficient windows 
can be a huge energy drain. If you have single-
pane windows without weatherstripping or 
caulking, without screens or awnings, you 
might as well leave your front door wide 
open. The loss of energy through inefficient 
windows can be that bad. In winter, windows 
may account for up to 30 percent of a home’s 
total heat loss, according to the University of 
Missouri Extension.
   Fortunately, there are many things you 

can do to make 
existing windows 
more efficient 
and reduce your 
energy bills. And 
if you’re ready 
to replace old 
windows, you 
may be surprised 
at how efficient 
panes of glass 
have become.
   One resource 
to check out 
is Residential 
Windows: A Guide to New Technology and 
Energy Performance, available at www.
amazon.com or from bookstores. This book was 
supported by the U.S. Department of Energy, 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory. It covers 
window installation, energy efficiency and 
building codes and is an essential resource for 
anyone considering purchasing or installing new 
windows.

Efficient window primer
D ouble-pane windows cost about twice 

as much as single-pane but pay for 
themselves in decreased energy costs. 

But if you can’t afford to replace your single-
pane windows, the Missouri Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) offers these 
inexpensive alternatives that will save you 
energy dollars:
   Storm windows – For homes with single-
pane windows, storm windows can sometimes 
be even more effective in blocking heat 
transfer than double-paned windows. The least 
expensive type of storm window is plastic 
sheeting installed outside or better yet inside 
the windows. More expensive glass storm 
windows with wood, metal or vinyl frames can 
be attached to the window frame with clips or 
screws. Storm windows over single-pane glass 
can save 50 percent of heating losses through 
the window. 
   How much can you save with storm 
windows? DNR estimates payback ranges from 
several months to a year for plastic sheeting to 
five to 10 years for glass.
   Window treatments – Insulating shades, 
shutters and drapes provide some insulation to 
windows in the winter by reducing heat loss at 
night and allowing sunlight in during the day. 
Tight-fitting plasticized roller shades or Roman 
shades also can reduce heat loss through single-
pane windows. When choosing a more elaborate 
window covering, select a tightly woven fabric 
with separate or reflective lining. A cornice 
over the top of the draperies will prevent a draft 
tunnel effect. Mini-blinds are effective for light 
control but may not reduce solar gain.

Save $ on your electric bill

As of Dec. 31, 2007, most of the residential tax credits (windows, doors, roofs, insulation, 
HVAC, and non-solar water heaters) expired. On Feb. 27, 2008, the U.S. House of 

Representatives passed $18.1 billion in renewable energy tax incentives (H.R. 5351), 
including an extension of the tax credit for energy-efficient home improvements. H.R. 

5351 must still pass in the Senate and be signed by the President to become law. Missouri 
currently offers no tax credits for windows.

No current tax credits for windows


