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More on the 2008 Youth Tour finalists

outh Tour contest participants were asked
Y to respond to the following question,
“Energy effciency and conservation
remain hot topics as they have a considerable
impact on the utility industry as well as the
world in general. In your opinion, what is the
most signifcant effect that energy effciency and
conservation have on our society?”
Please enjoy the following excerpts from the
three winning essays.

Finalists in White River Valley Electric
Cooperative’s annual Youth Tour Essay
competition are Megan Taylor, Bradleyville
High School; Shannon Haynie, Branson
High School; Sean Bazzle, Lutie High School;
Stephanie Hoseth, Gainesville High School;
Christopher Jansen, homeschooled; Maria
Williams, Hollister High School; Michael
Tredway, Ava Victory Academy; Kayla
Matzek, Forsyth High School and Michelle
Turner, Trinity Christian Academy.

Stephanie Hoseth
Gainesville High School

“Knowledge is Key”

verybody is always looking for the
E easiest ways to save money. What they do

not realize is that by being more effcient
with energy and conserving as much as possible
will not only save them money but will beneft
our nation as well. The prices of gasoline,
natural gas, and electricity have increased
greatly and will continue to do so unless we
as a community fx these rising issues now. By
solving these problems today, we can reassure
the future of tomorrow. Energy effciency and
conservation have the potential to change our
society immensely.

The frst step is to speak out to the community.
Inform as many people as possible because
knowledge is key. There are many studies that
have been done to determine what resources
are not only environmentally friendly but
would keep prices down as well. There are also
studies being done that will help decide the
easiest approach to slow down the process of
Global Warming. Coal plays a crucial part in
keeping electricity prices down. In Missouri,
84.5 percent of the energy is provided by
coal. The other 15.5 percent comes from
petroleum, natural gas, nuclear petroleum, and
hydroelectric power. The average retail price
is 6.3 cents per kilowatt hour, making Missouri
the eighth cheapest in the nation.

Kayla Matzek
Forsyth High School

“Start Conserving for Tomorrow”

here are many national and international
T issues that are commonly considered

by Americans at present. Among these
many issues is energy conservation. Energy
conservation is currently a widely considered
topic because of the many benefcial outcomes
it yields. For example, energy conservation
alone can decrease America’s dependency on
foreign energy sources, minimize the effects that
consumption has on the environment, conserve
resources for future generations, and can even

reduce energy costs for individuals and industries.

All of these outcomes could alter our lives
dramatically because energy is more than just
a number on a utility bill; it is the foundation
of the productive, enjoyable, and comfortable
lives that we lead as Americans. The frst thing
we questioned when the war on Iraq began
was the effect it would have on our fuel costs.
This shows how dependent we are on other
countries for energy. This dependency could
be drastically reduced by simply conserving
energy. By conserving energy, we could decrease
the consumption of limited energy sources in
America. If we use them more wisely, we will no
longer dispose of them more quickly than they
are produced. Also by conserving energy, we will
reduce pollution and its adverse effects on the
environment.

Shannon Haynie
Branson High School

“Make a Change Today”

Imost everywhere there are signs and
Aadvertisements for ways to save energy.

Grade schools have people who come and
talk to the students about making sure to turn the
lights off when they leave rooms and try and limit
other unnecessary uses. Adults are encouraged to
purchase and install energy-effcient appliances
such as forescent light bulbs and front loader
washers and dryers. Car lots tout the competence
of fuel effcient hybrid cars. You can also purchase
*““green factor” ethanol fuel which helps to protect
our fossil fuel supplies. There are many other ways
to help preserve our energy sources, and there is
no doubt that in today’s times we are more aware
of how we are affecting the world around us than
ever before, but are we, in this generation, using
the information that is given to us, or just putting
that information aside?

In America we tend to have a more extravagant
society, which is evident in the hobbies and
lifestyles that we enjoy. Often we fnd ourselves
doing many wasteful things, for instance, if you
were to ask a person who did not care about prices
whether they would rather have a fuel effcient
hybrid car or a sports car that guzzles gas, most
people would rather choose the sports car. People
in our society are becoming more concerned with
their appearances and how other people view
them than what could happen to our future.



