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®

USDA loans lend a helping hand

Skaggs Community Health Center and Developmental Connections secure funds

hanks to a partnership with White River
T Valley Electric Cooperative (WRVEC),

Skaggs Community Health Center in
Branson will receive a $740,000 USDA zero
percent interest loan to purchase a new linear
accelerator to treat cancer patients. In addition,

White River Valley Electric Cooperative CEO Chris Hamon (right of

check) presents Skaggs Community Health Center’s CEO Stephen M.

Erixon (center) and Skaggs Chairman of the Board Leon Combs (left)
with a check for $1.1 million. The funds were used to purchase a linear

disabilities and their families in Taney County.”
Lytle went on to add, “The building
represents the future; services for individuals
with developmental disabilities of all ages right
here at home, rather than a 45 minute drive
away in Springfield. It represents a cooperative

accelerator for the Skaggs Cancer Center.

Skaggs will receive another $360,000 loan
resulting from an USDA Rural Economic
Development Grant that WRVEC was awarded
to create a revolving loan fund. The revolving
loan fund will allow WRVEC to provide
economic development loans for community
infrastructure and facilities.

In addition, Taney County’s Developmental
Connections has been awarded a $300,000
USDA loan to benefit its Resource Center that
is under construction on East State Highway
76 near Branson. Max Lytle, Developmental
Connections director said, “The resource
center is the fulfillment of a vision held by the
Developmental Connections board to provide
the highest quality, most modern services
available to persons with developmental

working relationship between a number of
nonprofit and governmental agencies, focused
on enhancing their accessibility to local
residents and blending resources to meet the
needs of individuals and our community.”

According to Cy Murray, director of
community development for WRVEC, “We’re
the middle man on this. The applications are
submitted to the USDA on a competitive basis
and the process to make these projects a reality
is quite lengthy. It took a lot of time and even
more dedication from all parties involved in
order to secure these competitive zero-percent
interest loans.”

Rural Economic Development loans
provide loans to rural electric cooperatives to
promote rural economic and/or job creation

projects. There are a variety of projects that
could meet the program criteria including
business expansion and set up, community
development, incubator projects, medical
and training initiatives and project feasibility
studies.

Cy Murray, director of economic development for White
River Valley Electric Cooperative listens as Max Lytle,
Developmental Connections director explains the positive
impact the Resource Center will have on the community and the

developmentally disabled.

WRVEC has helped make many rural
development projects a reality through the
Rural Economic Development Loan program
including Ozark Mountain Underground
Storage and the Hampton Center in Theodosia.

WRVEC CEO Chris Hamon said, “The Rural
Economic Loan program demonstrates White
River’s deep commitment to improving the
life of our members and the community as
a whole.” Hamon also added, “For 69 years
White River has been dedicated to serving
our members with innovation, accountability,
integrity and commitment to community.”

For more details about Rural Economic
Development loans contact Cy Murray by
calling (417) 335-9335 or visit www.rurdev.
usda.gov.

We’re all in this together.

Information at your fingertips! Whether you want to find energy efficiency tips or you are looking for a quick and
easy way to pay your electric bill. Log on to www.whiteriver.org and check out the online energy calculator, view
your account history, make a one-time payment or set up recurring payments using Visa, Mastercard or bank draft.




